
Future Planning Timeline 

Planning your future can feel overwhelming, but taking small steps 
now can help you keep your options open and make confident choices. 
Follow this timeline to stay on track!

Grade 7 & 8: Explore & Discover
September – December:

	• Identify what excites you about the future.
	• Explore different careers that match your interests.
	• Attend career fairs or workshops.

January – February:

	• Learn about your high school options! Attend info nights with your family.
	• Meet with your guidance counselor to talk about your interests and Grade 9 

course selection.

March – June:

	• Finalize your Grade 9 course selection.
	• Consider summer transition programs for a head start.

Grade 9: Build a Strong Foundation
September – December:

	• Develop good study habits.
	• Learn about different high school pathways.

January – March:

	• Explore post-secondary pathways.
	• Talk to older students or teachers about Grade 10 course selection.
	• Attend workshops on course streaming.

April – June:

	• Start planning Grade 10 courses.

September – December:

	• Choose your streams for Math, Science, and English.
	• Align courses with future career/education goals.

January – February:

	• Finalize Grade 10 courses.
	• Ensure your choices keep pathways open.

March – June:

	• Research post-secondary programs and required courses for Grades 11 & 12.
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Key Takeaways

Keep your options open—academic 
courses provide flexibility.

Speak to your guidance counselor or a 
teacher you trust before making course 
decisions.

Seek advice from teachers, mentors, and 
older students.

Be aware of streaming’s impact—don’t 
limit your future options too early!

Your pathway is YOUR choice!

What is one action step you will take after 
completing this worksheet?
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